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Abstract
This essay deals with theories and realities of democratization, especially the realities of transitions

that occurred in Brazil and Uruguay. Firstly, the same language has been effective for the diffusion of

democracy and democratization. Then the three theories of democratization —modernization theory,

agency theory and structural theory—will be discussed and reviewed. The main theme of this essay is

whether pacted transitions were really existed or not. They existed but pacts were usually called “secret

agreements” and they distorted the course of democratization.
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