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Survey of consciousness disorder patients admitted to long-term in acute care hospitals
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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to clarify the realities of nursing management of patients with consciousness
disorders in acute hospitals. Subjects were directors of nursing at acute hospitals. Hospitals were grouped
into ultra-acute hospitals and acute hospitals. Survey contents included number of patients and basic
information regarding the hospitals as of September 1, 2010. Data were statistically processed and analyzed
using the KJ method. There were significantly more hospital beds (p<0.01) and shorter hospital stays
(p<0.05) in ultra-acute hospitals compared to acute hospitals. There were 1681 patients with long-term
disturbance of consciousness, with more patients in ultra-acute hospitals compared to acute hospitals.
Among the 1681 patients were 184 children. There were significantly more children in acute hospitals than in
ultra-acute hospitals (p<0.001). Among problems associated with discharge adjustment were [no transfer
destination], [problems with hospital-to-home discharge], and [no hope for discharge]. Issues in nursing
management included [managing beds], [relationship with the family], [treatment and care], and [issues
related to nurses]. These results suggest that beds in ultra-acute hospitals were occupied by patients with
disturbance of consciousness, and that these patients had fewer transfer destinations. Therefore,
development of nursing involved in the recovery of patients with consciousness disturbance is to advance
the nursing in acute care hospitals, then the patient can be expected the possibility of to the way of a new
discharge.
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