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Survey to students on plaster used for prosthetic and orthotic fabrication
- Investigation into extraction and the solution to problems -
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Abstract

In the fabrication practice of prostheses and orthoses, plaster is one of the most used material. Currently, in
our school, plaster is used for prosthetic and orthotic fabrications in students’ training, but there is no
verification if the plaster is easy to use for their training. Therefore, in order to realize more effective training
for students who are using the plaster for prosthetic and orthotic fabrication, we carried out questionnaires
about its usability. The same questionnaires were carried out in prosthetists and orthotists (PO) as a control
group. The results of the questionnaires, including overall evaluation and evaluation of each fabrication step,
showed good results among the students. The result was not significantly different from the PO. When
comparing advantages and disadvantages of each fabrication step between the students and PO, there was
no significant difference in the advantaged. However, in the disadvantages, there were a significant difference
in positive model rectification, adhesion modification, and finishing process. Lack of practice time and
understanding of the constraints, such as a very slow work rate of students, seemed to be reasons for this
difference. In the future, we will consider the results of this questionnaire and improve each fabrication step in
student training.
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