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Abstract

This study was designed to examine effective methods for evacuation of residents who receive care in a facility
for persons with disabilities. The facility manager was asked to complete a survey about the physical function,
motor function, use of mobility (walking) assistive devices, cognitive function, and presence or absence of
caregiver assistance for 10 of the residents: 5 men and 5 women with an age of 50.6+=12.0 years. Evacuation
of residents, in case of a fire, was evaluated based on the survey responses. All residents required assistance
for transfer and mobility. All used a wheelchair for mobility, and 7 of the 10 residents were using a specially
designed wheelchair that was specific to his or her needs. These results were compared with survey results
of 10 residents living in a special nursing home for the elderly. In that group there were 2 men and 8 women
with an age of 88.8+5.5 years. All of those elderly residents required assistance for transfer and mobility. Nine
used a wheelchair for mobility, and 2 of the 9 residents used a specially designed wheelchair. All residents in
the facility for persons with disabilities required assistance for transfer and mobility in case of evacuation. The
majority of those residents needed a specially designed wheelchair, thus use of a standard wheelchair in case
of emergency evacuation would be difficult or perhaps impossible. This suggests a need for assistance as
elderly residents who live in special nursing homes. Moreover, evacuation by transfer, for example, to a
stretcher requires more time than using a standard wheelchair. Emergency evacuation of residents living in a
facility for persons with disabilities requires careful planning and implementation for complete evacuation,
including the safety of caregivers. Effective methods for evacuation of residents who require specially designed
wheelchairs are particularly important.
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