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The Role of Local Cultured Persons in Regional Culture Promotion
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Abstract

The Mingei Movement, which was initiated by Muneyoshi Yanagi (1889-1961) in the early Showa period, spread throughout the country
owing to the presence of local supporters. In previous research, these supporters have often been subordinately positioned as
collaborators of Yanagi's ideas and practical activities. However, Shotaro Yoshida (1887-1971), a cultured person in Kashiwazaki, Niigata
Prefecture, was involved in Muneyoshi Yanagi's practical activities with his unique view of local culture. In this study, | analyzed texts
written by Yoshida in the Echigo Times, a local newspaper in Kashiwazaki, and reconstructed the process of how Yanagi and Yoshida met
and interacted. Thereafter, | compared their beliefs and particularly examine the characteristics of Yoshida's concepts. Consequently, it
was found that at the beginning of their interaction, Yoshida’s concept regarding the local culture was different from Yanagi’s concept of
Mingei. Yoshida termed the artistic works and daily crafts that people living in rural areas produced—apart from what they produced for
their livelihood—as "Yogi (hobby)." "Yogi", as Yoshida referred to, is not simply a hobby, but something that amateurs thoroughly pursue
according to their sensibilities. It was an important cultural activity in the sparsely populated rural areas, which he believed would beautify
rural life. He focused on the “Yogi” of ordinary people, who are different from those who create Mingei products as the bearers of local
culture. Yoshida advocated the state of local culture from the standpoint of living in a local city. He respected Muneyoshi Yanagi as his
teacher and supported Yanagi's activities; however, he was not simply a supporter. Yoshida, who questioned the importance of "Yogi" in
local culture, played a different role as a cultured person than Yanagi.
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