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Abstract
This study aims to clarify how expert nurses working in a facility for severe motor and intellectual

disabilities exercise clinical judgment in the day-to-day routine care of facility users. The subjects were

nurses who had worked more than five years in the facility for the severely handicapped. We conducted

non-structured interviews with the nurses to collect data (e.g., memorable episodes) regarding clinical

judgment in routine nursing practice, given the possibility that the nurses might exercise some judgments

without themselves being aware. As a result, six “clinical judgment materials for the severely handicapped”

were extracted. The narratives describing the process through which nurses came to exercise their judgment

in this manner revealed a “basic method of engaging” with the severely handicapped, and “challenges in

clinical judgment” associated with judgment-making.
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